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HSTR 320 A01 Fall - Victorian Britain 
  
Instructor: M. Grant MR 13:00 - 14:30 
 
This course will focus on Britain during the reign of Queen Victoria 
(1837-1901).  It will explore the social, cultural, political and economic 
history of the era. Particular attention will be placed on the emergence 
of ‘Victorian values’ and their dissemination society wide. Although it 
will be primarily lecture-based, the course will also contain a seminar 
component. Seminars will cover topics such as Victorian morality (both 
public and private), the development of the doctrine of separate 
spheres and its impact on family life and gender roles in society, the 
Victorian conception of ‘deviancy’ in relation to human sexuality and 
sexual conduct, and how the Victorians reinvented Christmas for an 
urban, modern world.  
 
Not open to students with credit in HSTR 314B 
 

 
 
 
 
 

HSTR 330 A01 Spring - Scots in the Atlantic World  
 
Instructor: P. Cook R 18:30 – 23:00 
 
This course explores the history of Scots in the Atlantic World during 
the era of the “first” British empire (ca. 1550–1783), highlighting 
Scottish involvement in the key areas of transatlantic trade (slaves, 
sugar, tobacco, and furs), in the establishment of settlement colonies 
in North America, in imperial warfare, and in colonial and military 
administration. Topics for this course include: the ideological, 
economic, and political contexts of European and British expansion in 
the early modern period; the failure of Scottish colonial ventures in the 
seventeenth century (with an emphasis on the Darien venture to 
present-day Panama); Scottish emigration to the Americas in the 
seventeenth and eighteenth centuries; encounters with Indigenous 
peoples; the North American fur trade; the transatlantic slave trade; 
Scottish involvement in the British military; and Enlightenment science 
and the New World. 
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HSTR 330 A02 Spring - War and Society in Canada 
  
Instructor: B. McKercher TWF 10:30 - 11:30 
 
Following an overview of the military history of the pre-colonial and 
colonial periods, this course examines the defence policy of Canada 
since Confederation and the wars fought by Canadian forces.  In doing 
so, it looks at the various issues that together have created, sustained, 
and seen the use of the Dominion’s armed forces over time: military 
policy and organization, foreign policy, the consideration of finance 
and economics, domestic politics, and the civil-military relationship, all 
suffused by the changing nature of Canadian society. 
  

 
 

HSTR 340 A01 Spring - The thirty Years War 
 
Instructor: M. Koch TWF 11:30 – 12:30 
 
In terms of total deaths, the "Thirty Years War" (1618-48 with a 
couple of important extensions) was the bloodiest conflict in 
European history before the twentieth century: perhaps one-quarter 
of the German population alone perished in this struggle that proved 
so difficult to bring to a conclusion.  In this course we will explore why 
this conflict emerged in the Holy Roman Empire, which had seemed 
to limit the potential for bloodshed arising from the Reformations of 
the sixteenth century.  We will look at how warfare was funded in this 
era and whether or not the disaster of the Thirty Years War led to 
enduring reforms of European state structures.  What accounts for 
the battlefield successes and failures of the Habsburgs, "Catholic 
League," Dutch Republic, Sweden, Denmark, Brandenburg-
Prussia, and France?  What if any relationship obtained between the 
ferocious persecution of "witchcraft" in Southern Germany and the 
fighting? 
 

 
 
Swedish king "Gustavus Adolphus" is shown here triumphantly wielding his baton in front of his decisive victory at 
the First Battle of Breitenfeld (1631).  He would die on the battlefield of Luetzen a little more than a year later. 
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HSTR 365 A01 Fall – Chinese Politics 
 

Instructor: G. Wu  MR 13:00 – 14:30 
 
 
An exploration of the political, economic and social transformations in 
China, with focus on China's ongoing reform efforts away from state 
socialism and toward a capitalist market economy. Topics include 
political institutions, the role of the state in the economy, social 
stratification including gender relations, resistance, civil society and 
democracy. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

HSTR 371 A01 Fall - Diplomacy, War, and Strategists: From Bismark to 
George H. W. Bush 
 
Instructor: B. McKercher TWF 11:30 – 12:30 
 
These series of lectures will have as its backdrop international history 
beginning with the unification of Germany, subsequent Great Power 
rivalry, the two world wars of the twentieth century, decolonization, 
and the Cold War.   
 
There will be an emphasis on personality and policy tied to the issues 
of economies, societies, and politics. 
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HSTR 371 A01 Spring - World Revolutions in Comparative Perspective 
 
Instructor: A. Wender  MR 14:30 – 16:00 
 

 
The pivotal role played by the idea of revolution in shaping the modern 
world’s understanding of itself dates to the 1700s, when the word’s 
prime connotations shifted from natural scientific phenomena (e.g., 
planets’ movement around the sun), to social and political upheavals 
like those of post-1789 France.  Along the way, two centuries’ worth of 
further, state-centered revolutions and counterrevolutions (e.g., 1776 
United States, 1848 Europe, 1917 Russia, 1949 China, 1959 Cuba, 1979 
Iran) have helped shape global history in profound ways.  We will 
consider these episodes, together with recent innovations in ways of 
thinking about revolution that are especially responsive to 
transboundary developments ranging from the Arab uprisings, to the 
Occupy movement, and contemporary populism.   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HSTR 370 A01 Spring - History of Modern Egypt 
 
Instructor: M. Bunton MR 13:00 – 14:30 
 
This course examines the politics, economy and society of modern Egypt, the most 
populous and influential country in the Arab world. Its strategic location at the 
crossroads of international trade routes has placed it at the centre of historic great 
power and super power rivalries; its political and religious institutions carry weight 
across the Muslim worlds; and its movies, television programs, and literature have 
been widely absorbed across the Arab world. Not surprisingly, when youthful 
protesters occupied Cairo’s central square, Midan Tahrir, in January 2011, journalists 
from around the world poured into Egypt to monitor the reverberations.  
Though the course’s contents are heavily weighted towards the last 75 years, it 
begins with an assessment of the long period of British colonial rule. Historical depth 
allows us to consider in some detail the various phases through which Egyptians have 
lived since the late nineteenth century, from monarchic rule to British imperialism to 
independence, and from liberalism to socialism to neo-liberalism. By examining the 
several intense revolutionary moments which have punctuated Egypt’s modern 
history, students will be provided the necessary context for the multilayered 
struggles the country is experiencing today: national sovereignty and the role of 
outside powers; political pluralism and the making of constitutions; economic 
development, labour conditions, and the impact of foreign investment; the role of 
the army; the role of religion; gender and patriarchy; the political elite and the 
popular resisters. 

 

 

https://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwjV47Cl4qjZAhXLwVQKHSmQDtwQjRwIBw&url=http://news.mit.edu/2014/amps-wins-new-england-emmy-award-awakening&psig=AOvVaw2xIhD0qASnL4AyxjTu4u-A&ust=1518813101957437
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HSTR 420 A01 Spring - Keep Calm and Carry On: Britain in Two World 
Wars 
 
Instructor: M. Grant W 14:30 – 17:30  
 
This seminar will focus on the British experience in the two World Wars 
of the Twentieth Century, with a particular emphasis on the home 
front. Drawing on a selection of primary and secondary sources, the 
course will focus on both the challenges faced by ordinary citizens in 
“keeping calm, and carrying on,” and the broader impact and social 
consequences of Britain’s participation in these two inter-related, 
modern ‘total’ wars. Topics to be considered will include social class, 
gender roles, childhood, health and hygiene, morals and morality, as 
well as popular culture.  A general knowledge of the period is 
recommended. 
 

 

HSTR 420 A01 Fall - Capital Punishment in England  
 
Instructor: S. Devereaux W 14:30 - 17:30 
 
This undergraduate seminar provides a detailed survey of the nature 
and extent of capital punishment in England, as well as its larger social 
purposes, from the Middle Ages to the present day. Topics for 
consideration include: the practice of hanging, drawing and quartering 
for traitors, as well as burning at the stake for female traitors; the idea 
of the gallows as a semi-scared space; the various intellectual and 
cultural critiques of capital punishment that were gaining prominence 
after the middle of the eighteenth century; the reduction of capital 
punishment to murder alone by 1837; the debates that led to the 
abolition of public executions in 1868; and the debates which led to the 
abolition of execution altogether in 1969. At various points in the 
course, we will also compare the situation in England with beliefs and 
practices in other nations, such as France, Early Republican America, 
Canada and Australia. 
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HSTR 440 A01 Spring - Courtroom Drama in European History 
 
Instructor: J. Walshaw W 14:30 - 17:30 
 
This seminar focuses on controversial trials in European history. Our 
case studies may include cases for identity theft in 16th-century 
France, trials for witchcraft and for murder, trials of Charles I and Louis 
XVI for treason, of Galileo, Dreyfus and Oscar Wilde, Stalin's Show Trials 
and the War Crimes Trials at Nuremburg, among others. Court 
documents are exciting but problematic for historians - they are 
"scripts in a theatre of authority", where politics and the fear of 
punishment or torture often conditioned responses. In studying 
evidence for guilt or innocence, we will also ask questions about 
ideology, gender, identity, power, and the influence of the media - and 
about justice. 
 
 

 
 
 

HSTR 451/519 A01 Fall - Twentieth-Century Genocides in Eastern 
Europe 
  
Instructor: S. Yekelchyk T 14:30 - 17:30 
 
This seminar examines the common and unique features of genocides, 
ethnic cleansings, and forced population transfers in twentieth-century 
Eastern Europe including the Armenian Genocide, the Ukrainian 
Famine, the Holocaust, and the Bosnian War. 
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HSTR 471/519 A01 Fall - From Oil to Icons: The History of People and 
Whales 
 
Instructor: J. Colby T 14:30 - 17:30 
 
This course will examine the global history of people and cetaceans—
whales, dolphins, and porpoises.  Key themes will include: indigenous 
whaling cultures, the history of industrial whaling in the Atlantic and 
Pacific, the impact of cetacean capture and display, the postwar 
transformation of whale science and environmental politics, and the 
role of cetaceans in modern tourism and regional identity.  As an 
undergraduate seminar, it aims to sharpen crucial skills of the 
historian’s craft, such as critical reading, primary research, document 
analysis, and clear, compelling writing.  Attendance will be mandatory 
and grades will be determined by class participation, short writing 
assignments, and completion of a research paper based on primary 
sources.  Enrollment is limited, with preference given to 
undergraduates who are in their final year.  
 

 
 
 
 

HSTR 471 A01 Spring - Genesis of War: Comparing 1914 and 1939  
 

Instructor: B. McKercher T 14:30-17:30 
 

This course examines the foreign policies of the Great Powers and the 
origins of the two world wars of the twentieth century.  The first part 
of the course will examine the European Great Powers and the regional 
Powers of the USA and Japan and the road to the ‘July Crisis’ of 1914.  
The second will concentrate on the results of the Paris Peace 
Conference, the advent of National Socialist Germany, and the Great 
Power response to Hitler’s regime after January 1933. Seminars will 
revolve around the strategic interests of the Powers, personality and 
policy, alliances, intra-alliance relations, and ideology. 
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HSTR 471/518 A02 Spring – Comparative History of Nationalism 
 

Instructor: P. Biddiscombe F 13:30 – 16:30 
 

This course comprises an exploration of one of the most dynamic 
political forces of the last two centuries—nationalism. 
Rather than trying to learn solely from narrative accounts of the 
development of nationalism, we will take a more indirect approach, 
reading and talking about what the leading authorities have written on 
the topic over the course of the last century-and-a-half. These books 
and articles are mainly structured around analytical and comparative 
viewpoints, and they offer perspectives from a variety of fields: history, 
political science, anthropology and sociology.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HSTR 477 A01 Fall – History of the Arab Spring 
 
Instructor: M. Bunton  M 14:30 - 17:30 
 
The “Arab Spring” is what many international observers have called the 

social protest movements that spread across North Africa and the 

Middle East during the early months of 2011: Several leaders lost 

power and authoritarian systems of domination were shaken. This 

course will explore the causes of these transformative events by 

situating our analyses of specific countries into broader historical and 

comparative contexts. What unifying threads united the various 

uprisings? How can we account for the different circumstances across 

the Arab world? What significance should be attributed to 

demography, economic inequality, media, and religion? While the 

focus of our discussions will be on the historical causes that drove the 

2011 uprisings, we will also be paying close attention to the ongoing 

transitions, and the widening and increasingly intersecting conflicts. 

Students will be expected to present and assess articles from the 

internet and printed media and participate, thoughtfully and 

respectfully, in an informed discussion of current affairs. 
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HSTR 482/511 A02 Spring – Comparative History of Nationalism 

Instructor: D. Zimmerman MR 10:00 – 11:20 

This course will explore will provide students with a broad 

understanding of current historiographical issues in military and naval 

history. Focusing on the period since 1700, topics we will explore 

include: the social and cultural history of soldiers and sailors; the role 

of navies in world history; the ethical and moral questions raised by 

colonial warfare and strategic bombing; the intellectual roots of 

military and naval theory, including Jomini, Clausewitz and Mahan; and 

the development of “limited” and irregular warfare since 1945. 

Seminars will involve readings to be discussed in each class, with 

graduate students undertaking additional reading to present to the 

class. Students will write a major term paper on any aspect of military 

and naval historiography or theory.  

 

 


